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- Looking across the meadow and
3 .. lawn, towards the house the ha-ha
. broaks up the axpanse of grass.

.. It flint-filled gablons create a

4 pleasing fusion of old and new,
“"¢ " much lika the rest of the property.

R

t the foot of the South Downs in West Sussex sits a confident, modern house that
echoes past traditions. Although visually striking, the house quietly occupies the
site of two acres and is sympathetic to its agricultural setting. As if hunkering

down, the building is rooted in its location through the use of clever landscaping

In collaboration o

Where West Sussex. and considered planting. There is an overriding sense of peace to the property, as
_ _ Soll Constructad topsod on h fil brivaank 1h di d chickens bustl
In the tranquil surroundings of rural West Sussex, a new house top of underlying clay fiin T i S
; . ; 53 Siza T : : ; :
and garden are growing together in pleasing synchronicity i T i o Thia veas vt abways 0. Qs Jor snd Jasvine Walls bougtht thie property tn
R SRl ca.:ciwintnars 2012 and Jo remembers how the southern paddock dominated the site, in part resembling a muddy
Hardiness zone USDA E: gquagmire that could rival that of a wet Glastcmhur}r Festival. Undeterred, the couple fell in love with

WORDS BENAMINWILLIAN POPE PHOTOGRAPHS JACON INGRAM the view south towards the Downs, and James, who leads his own architectural practice, set about
designing a new house. Of course, building a new property in a conservative part of the count ryside

comes with its challenges. James recalls how important it was for the house to teel as though it [>

65



[> hq:lnngi:-:i in its location, and so the cuuph: entrusted the Earl:lcn dcsignr:r Chris Moss with
the task of creating the garden.

In his work as an architect, James had already worked with Chris on various projects,
s0 the collaboration was a familiar one. A deep understanding of each other’s work would
ensure a cohesive design, where the garden integrates fully with the house. In this case, the
house acts as the central point of a compass, with four distinet areas to the garden.

To the north is the natural pool and the unassuming main entrance to the house. The
pool takes centre stage, framed by an existing magnolia and mixed seasonal planting. In the
east sits a terrace and vegetable garden, offering the perfect location for morning coffee while
checking over the various crops. lo the west, the garden slopes steeply to the lane below,
giving access to the property and providing parking that is cleverly hidden from view. In all
of these areas, the boundary planting is a combination of mature, deciduous trees and large,

To continue turn to page 70 [




This page, top left A group of bax-
pleached hornbeams (Carpinus bolulus)
BET A5 O 1D provede 3 bold structure

to offset the house. Terraces and steps
work harmoniously around the housa to
accommaodate the changes in laheds and
provide growing spaces for plants.

Bottom ket In the planting around the
paal, staunch geometry meets saft

and axubgrant planting, Varying shades
alf graan, if the fomm of Ewpioriva,
Hakonechioa, Libertia and Rodgersia,
create 3 pleasing conirast with the groy
of the hnear screen and uniform paving.

The swirmmidng pood in the north
garden uses natural filtration.

It creates a reflective focal point
for planting. including Asiranta,
Hakonachioa and Napeta,

that weave through Comus
plartad 10 s wWinter STem oolour,
ersuring yaar-round nterast.

Among the abundant planting,
there is a gentle sense of order
and organisation from the
formal layout and landscaping




the north garden, highlighting the tops of
Astrantia major ‘Alba” and Acanthurs miollis,

as will a5 tha soft fronds of Dryopteris | =
affinis. The restricted and subthecolour
pakatta offer a sonse of tranguilllity that Is
raflectad in the natural pool beyond. =

Shade-loving plants for awoodland setting

A shady spol in the garden 15 an oppontunily 1o create something special. a tranguil retreat to retire (o
on hot, summer days, Plants typically suited to this location will often be earty to flower, but will continue
the seasonwith foliage that has a lush appearance. In this garden, Chris mixes ferns with ornamental
grasses and classic woodland perennials, with the aim of creating a tapestry of contrasting texture, shape
and form. He prefers to be generous with his quantities, creating rivers of single species that flow into
one ancther. 1 like to layer the planting to create an understorey. This helps to cover the soil, offering
protection. while adding interest.” By way of example, he indicates a Vinca minor that gently scrambles
amaong some hellebores, a l2ss vigorous species than V. major and better behaved in 2 woodiand

setting. Plant selection is key to success and ongoing pruning of the canopy above and around the site
is essantial, As the planting matures, canopies will require lifting and thinning (usually best completed
inwinter) to prevent light levels from becoming too low. In dry areas, the use of organic mulch will heip,
although additional irrigation may be required during any prolonged hot weather.
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1Hakonachloa macra Deciduous. perennial grass
with emeraid-grean leaves and fine flower panicies
Trom late summer, loBowed by golden hues in
Jutumin Ay Soil bur the driasy. inlight shada

o full sun. 40cm. AGM®. RHS HIL

2 Geranium phasum A ibum’ Clump-farming,
upright woodlander. Mid-green, palmane leaves
from spring to autumn, with small, white flowers on
thinstems. Any reasonable sail with someorganic
matter, in sunand shade. 1. 2m_RHS HY.

3 Astrantia major ‘Alba’ Cottage-garden classic
with fresh-green, bold, palmate leaves that have a
toothad edge. Staoly white, pimcushion fiowers from
late spring to mid-summer, Most soils, bt dislikes
drying out. Light shada to full sun. 70cm, RHE H7,

4 Porsicaria alpina Deciduous perennial of great
staturg and endurance. Lange. oval kaavaes arch from
central stams. Timy, soft-white fiowers turn rich pink
a5 summear progresses. Heawy. nch Sod in sun of
part shade. 2m. AGM. RHS HE, USDA 43-9b.

5 Rodgersia Herkulas® Strong growing,
rhizomatows perannial with large, attractive
palmate leaves tinted copper when young. Paniclas
of tiry, pink, star-shaped flowers in summer. Moist
=oil in part shade to full sun. Im. BHS HE.

& Garanium Rozanne (= ‘Gerwat”) Viclet-blua
flowrers from kate spring to auwtumn among soft,
palmate leaves that form awigorows clump with a
sprawling habit. Rich, free-draining soil in full sun to
part shadp. &0cm, AGM. RHS H?, USDA 5a-8b,

7 Dryopteris affinis Handsome. semi-evargroan
fern. Long. mid-green fronds with contrasting
golden stems ang held upnght 1o foem & shutilacock.
Prefers a motst. shady site. 1L.2m. AGM. RHS HS,

8 Gilbenia trifoliata Demure, rizomatous perennial
with dalicate, three-lobad laaves on thin, black
starms. Pamecles of white, star-shaped Hlowers, with
contrasting reddish calyces, appear from late spring
tosurmimeer. Rich, free-draming soil in part shade to
light sum. BOcm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8h.

9 Iris “Flight of Butterflles’ Rhizomatous perennial
with lingar, grass-like leaves, Abundant, sarly
surmmaa fhowiars in violet with whita marking. Moist,
free-draining soil in full sun or light shade. 90cm,
AGM, RHSHY,
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= evergreen hedges. They gently hug and enclose the property, making much of the garden Above Walking from the front gate This page. top right Sur-laving

feal F-l'i‘l.’El:E and secluded. uip thi curved path, the house begens plantings of Ecfvnaced, Naoaels and Gaum
In contrast, as Chris explains, “the south is all about the view". Here the layout is simple to reveal nsell. Softly planted borders Eiveway 10 the architectural foliage of

and open; a well-maintained lawn drops down to a meadow that stretches away from the ER HO0 EMEQEIREE, ST PAETITON N Hiyopiors, % 10 gacian Sipas ey

Esinns i i tha: Ecluntr'_l.rsidc b:_].rl:lnl:l .-‘flmdml:hlr:r IIa'.!Iari;fand Pgrrfr'_ from the house towards the [ane.
Wal king around the Ean:l'r:u, there is a Er:rll']: sense of order and organisation, not from ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;:ﬂg:;ﬁ;ﬁﬂﬂﬁmnﬂl Bottom right .M.a;u.‘.:stry' of IG‘II:!.IW aﬂl:l

the planting, which is soft and abundant, but from the layout and landscaping. The dark grey ” o form '#.T'I Garankm me Album.

of the Schellevis paving replicates that of the roof tiles, while complementing the varying e GL":'"F it Lryopiar

tones of the traditional timber shingles and knapped flint, a historic building material of the DTN ONING T

local area. Geometric borders and well-placed shrubs gently divide the different spaces that

effortlessly link with one another around the house, mirroring both the proportions and

shapes of the building. [t is as if the garden and house intimately speak to one another. “For

me it is all about the small details,” explains Chris. He describes how the top of a small wall

f0




intentionally sits slightly proud of the surrounding paving, “defining it as an independent
component of the garden that is replicated just metres away ™,

With so much care and thought in perfecting the design, it would be easy to assume
that the garden might be kept static. This is thankfully not the case. James and Jo are actively
involved in the upkeep of the garden, and enjoy the natural processes and rhythm
of the seasons. Over the years, changes and adaptations have occurred, in response to how
well the plants have established and how the garden is used. Both James and Jo acknowledge
the importance of having a connection to the garden and, as Jo puts it, "getting your hands
dirty”. For Chris, James and Jo are the ideal clients, passionate and invested with what has
been created, while willing to adapt in response to what nature dictates. 0

USEFUL INFORMATION
Find out more about Chris Moss’s work at chrismossgardens.com






